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and Campground in the Snowy Mountains of NSW.  
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By Matt Hoole.
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21 February to 7 March, 2025, another successful Kaweka 
Challenge on the Ngaruroro . . .

CHASING 
RAINBOWS
By John Gommans and Clive Shaw ©
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How time flies!  Clive and I had done 12 back-country trout 
fishing and tramping trips over the last 27 years but our 
last one was in early 2020.  Time for our lucky thirteenth!

One of the joys of being semi-retired is having more free time 
and flexibility.  This combined with Clive working in Gisborne for 6 
months, instead of needing to fly in from England, enabled us to 
plan our first back-country trip since COVID closed our borders.  
However, in my case aging was also associated with a major 
flare of arthritic back problems last year that, although settled 
and successfully tested on an overnight trip up the Waioeka 
River north of Gisborne, still had the potential to recur during a 
prolonged tramping trip.  

We therefore needed a flexible itinerary that allowed for a more 
leisurely pace than our usual back-country adventures, and to 
select a river that allowed for an easy exit should aging bodies 
fail to cope.  The choice was easy; a venture close to home, into 
the upper reaches of the Ngaruroro River in the Kaweka Ranges; 
chasing rainbows in late summer.  The Ngaruroro River is well 
known to us from previous trips.  It has several huts and potential 
campsites and is served by a number of helicopter companies 
enabling easy access and food drops, significantly lightening 
our packs.  Thanks to improvements in technology, we no longer 
needed the heavy mountain radio sets and could simply text or 
email for a helicopter pick up via a Garmin InReach.

The flexibility proved helpful too.  Only three days before our 
planned drop off at Rocks Ahead Hut, the helicopter company 
realised that they already had a long-standing booking from 
another fishing party for the following day.  Clive and I altered 
our plans to accommodate them, starting our trip further down 
river at Kiwi Mouth Hut and extending it to 15 days.  This proved 
advantageous as it gave us more river to fish and HeliSika 
rewarded us with two free food drops instead of the one 
originally planned, meaning even lighter packs and less reliance 
on freeze-dried food; it also enabled Clive’s new passion for 
homemade camp bread cooked over the fire and eaten with extra 
honey to be indulged, and much appreciated.
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